
Minutes of meeting of Marlesford Parish Council 
Held at the Community Centre on Friday 11 November 2016 at 7.00pm

Present: The Chairman, Lord Marlesford; Vice Chairman, Cllr. Dr Roger Waterfall,  Dr Margaret
Carswell, Mr Sam Catling, Mrs Diana Wells, Mr Ross Proctor, County Cllr Stephen Burroughes 
and the Clerk Mrs Beverley Russell.

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs Lesley Bensley, and District Cllr Mrs C Poulter.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 12 August 2016, were approved by the Council as 
an accurate record of the meeting.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.

3. Update from EDF Energy on Sizewell C from Tom McGarry
Tom McGarry had sent his apologies and his colleague, Ms Nicola Corbett was in attendance.  
Ms Corbett said Stage 2 Consultation programme would run for 10 weeks commencing  
Wednesday 23 November 2016 to Friday 3 February 2017.  She pointed out this was longer than 
the 8 week consultation period required by the local council.
EDF Energy would be holding public exhibitions in twenty-three towns and parishes when 
members of the Sizewell C Project Team will be on hand.   The public exhibition in Marlesford 
will be in the Community Centre on Monday 12 December 2016 between 11-3pm.  Stage 2 
Consultation is to present EDF Energy’s updated proposals and to gain feedback from the public 
and statutory stakeholders.  The responses will be taken into account in formulating proposals. 
Cllr Carswell asked how the 4VPB and the Park & Ride issues had progressed, and would the 
Government provide some money and will EDF also contribute.  Ms Corbett stated that the any 
proposal from EDF was separate from any Local Government proposal.  The Stage 2 
Consultation would reveal details of EDF proposals for the A12.

Ms Corbett acknowledged that EDF had purchased a house on the sharp bend in Stratford St 
Andrew with a view to demolishing it if deemed necessary as part of a road widening exercise to 
facilitate road  deliveries to Sizewell C.

Cllr Carswell asked for details of the proposed Park & Ride site north of Wickham Market, Ms 
Corbett said these details would be included in the Stage 2 Consultation. 
Lord Marlesford reminded Ms Corbett that Marlesford had not been consulted on the Park & 
Ride proposal north of Wickham Market which overlooked Marlesford and the parishioners and 
the Parish Council had been opposed to such a proposal as this would intrude on the sensitive 
conservation area of the River Ore.  Also with the large house building program at Framingham 
the extra vehicles using the B1116 and travelling to join the A12 with the added traffic entering 
and leaving the Park and Ride area could cause many delays for local traffic.

Ms Corbett stated that other sites had been considered as lorry Park and Rides such as at Wood 
Lane, Melton, A14 Europark or Seven Hills area.

Cllr Carswell asked why the after a period of 4 years Stage 2 Consultation was being rushed.  
Nicola Corbett stated that the maximum time for such a consultation was eight weeks as 
prescribed by the local council.

Ms Corbett informed the meeting that Parish Councils will have access to free and impartial 



advice from Planning Aid England to help with the Parish Council’s response to the Stage 2 
Consultation. 

4 Reports from representatives of outside bodies. 
a) Neighbourhood Watch – Mr Richard Cooper and Col. Park Sims provided a written report for 
the meeting.  There had been no reports received of any crime in the village in the last quarter. 
However communicate from the police had deteriorated over the last year and no longer were 
reports received from the police Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator although Police Connect 
messages were still received on a regular basis warning of fraud and rogue trading such as callers
suggesting a virus has been found on your computer, do not agree to anything unless you know a 
specialist.   Rogue trading such as under the guise of fish sellers and garden and paving services 
and thefts from equestrian premises.  
The most serious local crime has been the theft of lead from Great Glemham church in October.  
Marlesford Church entrance gate off Church Road are locked at night.  Parishioners should report
vehicles seen in the vicinity of the Church immediately. 

b) County Council Report – Cllr Burroughs submitted a written report with topics including 
continuing focus on education in the early years, phasing of the rail infrastructure which included
improving track capacity, signals and level crossings to support new ruling stock and additional train 
services all as part of the New Greater Anglia rail franchise contract announced in August and a 
new road safety campaign using badge reflectors to ‘Be Safe and Seen in Suffolk’, 

District Council Report – Cllr Poulter’s November Report gave news that the merger of Suffolk 
Coastal and Waveney District Councils was favoured by the majority of a 1,000 residents 
responding to an independent survey.   Anyone can have their say by emailing: 
merger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  .  
Dates for the Devolution Briefing and Full Council have been rescheduled for Monday 14 
November and Monday 21 November respectively.
The Better Broadband scheme has now been extended to those getting less than 2Mbps in their 
property.  For more information and to complete an application form visit 
www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com     

5. Matters arising from previous minutes:  
5a. Anti-speeding measures:  Cllr. Waterfall raised concern at the speed of traffic through 
Marlesford from the direction of Parham Airfield and taking the left hand bend rather wide into 
the residential part of the village toward the A12.  Cllr. Waterfall asked if some form of anti-
speeding measure was available or warning of a bend in New Road was available.  County Cllr. 
Burroughes reported the anti-speeding roadside equipment which flashed the travelling speed of 
approaching vehicles cost in the region of £2,000 but the parish would be expected to contribute 
to the cost.  Although most lorries from the re-cycling plant travelled down Buttons Avenue to 
the A12,  some lorries such as those loaded with sugarbeet continue to travel through Marlesford 
to the A12.  County Cllr. Burroughes suggested Cllr. Waterfall contact Derrick Oldham at 
Suffolk Highways  Also for Cllr.Waterfall to attend a Suffolk Highways meeting in early 
February 2017 to present Marlesford’s highways issues.

5b.     Village website:  Cllr. Proctor reported he was setting up a website using Wordpress.  He 
would upload relevant contents from the existing site and invite comments and contributions 
towards the new site.  There was an annual fee of £15pa  plus VAT for enhancement of the 
website for Marlesford.

http://www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com/
mailto:merger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk


5c. Quiet Lanes: Cllr.Waterfall reported there was no enthusiasm for progress of ‘Quiet 
Lanes’ on Ford Road so the matter to be dropped.

5d. Archdeaconry’ signage:  Lord Marlesford had approached the Diocese where a new 
diocese secretary was recently in place.  Lord Marlesford had conveyed the view of the villagers 
who considered the signage inappropriate for a conservation area and changing the name of the 
property from ‘The Rectory’ which had stood for 200 years was unnecessary.

5e. Hedges on Bell Lane:  Cllr. Procter had contacted Mr Richard Marston of Holly Cottage 
with the result that the work on cutting back the hedges in Bell Lane was instigated.  It was 
agreed the vision approaching A12 in Bell Lane was much improved.  Cllr.Waterfall requested 
the name of the contractor who had undertaken the work, as the hedges on Church Road were in 
need of trimming and would be grateful if this was brought to the attention of the Diocese.

5f. Fly tipping in Marlesford Update: Lord Marlesford reported that he had been in touch 
with Mr Daniel Waring at Suffolk Coastal District Council (North) telephone 01394 444000 
regarding the fly tipping in Marlesford.  Mr Waring reported that the Marlesford householder, the
contents of whose house were fly-tipped in four locations, had been invited to attend Suffolk 
Coastal District Council offices on 15 November 2016 for an ‘Interview Under Caution’ and if 
the response was unsatisfactory the matter could be put forward for prosecution.  County 
Cllr.Burroughes supported the follow up of the fly tipping incidents.

6.  Public Service Survey. Cllr. Bensley, who had not been able to attend, asked that the 
Council be aware of the on-line survey of  “Public Services” which gives an opportunity to 
indicate personal views on service delivery in Suffolk.

7. Report on Marlesford Old School Fund (Charity No.304791): Cllr. Waterfall reported the
bi-annual release of money was awaited.

8. Report on The Firs Bowling Green:  Cllr, Waterfall has ascertained the registered 
signatories were Alan Rogers and Robert Vale, both deceased, and paperwork to satisfy the bank 
required legal documentation of their deaths and hand-over of authorisation of authority by their 
widows.   Decision to be made on the future of the dilapidated hut on site and maintenance of the
grounds. 

9. The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal is looking for a fundraiser for the Poppy Appeal 
in Marlesford in 2017.

10. Finance Report:  Cheques were presented for signature for the purchase of the Poppy 
wreath 2017 for £17, W Moyse for cleaning the bus shelter £30, and £250 to Marlesford 
Community Centre for hire of the Community Centre every Thursday morning 10.00 to 12.00 for
the Marlesford Community Café.  The Marlesford Parish Clerk reported funds of £3,787: 
£2,951.72 in the Community account and £835.28 in the Business Accent.  It was agreed the 
precept (£1,009.51 half yearly) should remain the same as funds for expenses such as anti-
speeding equipment were required.

11. Any other business
Lord Marlesford reported there had been theft of lead from the roof of Great Glemham 

Church.  This news had not been widely circulated which indicated a breakdown in 



communication between police and the Neighbourhood Watch organisations who could circulate 
such important news and suggest vigilance.  Lord Marlesford to ask the Richard Cooper of the 
Marlesford Neighbourhood Watch if the police would offer more presence and  if the PCSOs 
could give the parishes more support in their presence and to keep the parishioners updated on 
policing matters.

Lord Marlesford requested that County Cllr. Burroughs put on the Highway’s agenda resurfacing
of School Lane as it was in a very poor condition.  County Cllr. Burroughes agreed to do so.

Cllr. Waterfall reported he looked into the website of the Suffolk Community Foundation. One 
fund, the Suffolk Rural Fund, offered parish councils the opportunity to improve the quality of 
life to those who live and work in rural communities (less than 10,000 people).  A limited 
number of funds are open to parish councils. Cllr Waterfall suggested applying for funds for 
replacement  of the village bench under the village sign which would be in the region of £300,  
acoustic panels the village hall to improve the sound quality (circa £1,760)  and grass 
reinforcement for disabled parking for four cars opposite the church entrance (circa £315).  The 
application to be prepared by Cllr Waterfall to be made by 21 December 2016 by the Parish 
Council and backed by the County Cllr. Burroughes.  

The clerk had received a request for a record to be made in the minutes by Richard Cooper to 
thank Richard Parry of Quoit House for his efforts in clearing the footpath adjacent to Ford 
Road, just beyond the ford.  He was most helpful in clearing brambles and an old barbed wire 
fence that was falling into the path and making it very narrow.  
Thanks were also recorded for Richard Parry’s mowing of the bowling green grass.

12.   Date of next Council Meeting
         Friday 24 February 2017 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

Chairman Date


