
Minutes of meeting of Marlesford Parish Council 
Held at the Community Centre on Friday 12 August 2016 at 7.00pm

Present: The Chairman, Lord Marlesford; Vice Chairman, Cllr. Dr R Waterfall; Cllrs Mrs L 
Bensley, Dr M Carswell, Mr S Catling, Mrs D Wells, the Clerk Mr R Proctor and Mrs B Russell.

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from County Cllr S Burroughes, District Cllr Mrs C Poulter, Richard 
Cooper and Col Park Sims Neighbourhood Watch.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 13 May 2016, were approved by the Council as an 
accurate record of the meeting.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.

3. New Parish Clerk
Mrs Beverley Russell was introduced and welcomed as the new Parish Clerk.

4. Consideration of co-option of Ross Proctor to the Council.
Ross Proctor was nominated as a Councillor for the Parish of Marlesford by Cllr Mrs L Bensley 
and seconded by Cllr Mrs D Wells.

5 Reports from representatives of outside bodies. 
a) Neighbourhood Watch – Mr Richard Cooper and Col Park Sims provided a written report, 
covering May 2016 to date as follows: From reports received by the Marlesford Neighbourhood 
Watch team, we believe that there has been no crime incidents in Marlesford in the last three 
months.  However we no longer receive reports from the Neighbourhood Watch team based with 
the Police, but have to rely for information on Police Connect messages.
In our area physical crime is low by comparison with other parts of the county, but one of the 
most prevalent crimes across Suffolk now appears to be scams of various descriptions.  Police 
give advice on how to recognise suspect calls or illegal doorstep traders.

Telephone scams will often give extravagant promises, ask you to pay up front, put pressure on 
you to make a quick decision and ask for bank details.  The advice is never to reveal personal 
details, ring back the organisation the cold caller purports to represent after 5-10 minutes, do not 
be rushed to committing yourself to something you are not sure about.  There are various 
websites by Citizens Advice, Action Fraud and Suffolk Trading Standards with information and 
advice.

Doorstep Traders might appear as fishmongers, sales from a white van, tree surgery or road 
surfacing teams patio pressure washing salesmen and salesmen offering to set up funeral plans 
for a fee.

Be suspicious of uninvited traders on your doorstep and similarly to be on the outlook to protect 
elderly and vulnerable neighbours.

b) County Council Report – Cllr Mr S Burroughs submitted a written report which
will be displayed on the Parish noticeboard.  The Report continued to focus on education with 
support for high quality apprenticeships and a third of publicly-funded schools benefiting from a 
new funding partnership.  An important issue needing support he listed as the motion to stamp 
out hate crime to protect the vulnerable communities in the county.  Other items listed as of 



interest to the County infrastructure was the launch of the consultation for a proposal for three 
new River Orwell crossings and a new delivery model for Ipswich Park and Ride services.

District Council Report – Cllr Mrs C Poulter’s August Report gave news that the merger of 
Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Councils sharing a Chief Executive since 2008 had 
resulted in considerable achievements and since 2010 approximately £16m.

Further savings of at least £1.3m per annum were envisaged for East Suffolk with the joint 
Business Plan for 2015-2023.. 
East Suffolk Devolution deal has proposed two deals being Norfolk/Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire/Peterborough.  Local and County Council leaders together with Local Enterprise
Partnerships (LEPs) believe it is the best way to get the most benefit for the people, places and 
business across East Anglia.  Two deals have been proposed worth more than £1.5bn, drawn up 
between central Government and 19 councils across Suffolk, Norfolk, the New  Anglia LEP and 
the Greater Cambridge/Greater Peterborough LEP.  The two deals propose that two new East 
Anglia Combined Authorities would be created, chaired by directly elected Mayors; elections to 
take place in May 2017. 
Councils in Norfolk and Suffolk have undertaken a Governance Review to look in depth at the 
pros and cons of joining together. Proposals have been published describing how a new 
combined authority could work called a ‘Scheme of Governance’.  
Cllr Mrs C Poulter also brought up the issue of fly-tipping which is on the Agenda Item 14a 
under A.O.B. below.

6. Matters arising from previous minutes:  
6a. Anti-speeding measures:.  It had been noted that Parham and Hacheston had the use of 
camera equipment to record speeds on the corner of the junction of Hall Road, Parham to the 
main road Wickham Market to Framingham opposite Bridge Farm House.  Cllr Dr R Waterfall 
and Ross Proctor to take up Cllr S Burroughs’ offer of a meeting with the Highways Department 
to consider the issue of speeding in the village and appropriate countermeasure including mobile 
speed sensors.  
6b.     Village website:  Ross Proctor reported the fee for the web hosting had been paid.  He 
was progressing with moving content from the existing site on to a platform which would be 
more easily updated.  Cllr L Bensley reminded the Council that Miss A Hillier had offered to 
help with the regular up-dating.
6c. Quiet Lanes: Roger Waterfall to arrange traffic monitoring in Ford Road.
6d. Archdeaconry’ signage:  Lord Marlesford to write to Diocese, copying the Archdeacon, 
setting out why villagers considered the signage inappropriate for a conservation area and stating 
that it considered changing the name of the property from ‘The Rectory’ which had stood for 200
years to be necessary.
6e. Hedges on Bell Lane:  Work on cutting back the hedges in Bell Lane was still awaited, 
despite assurance being given to Mr Proctor ahead of the previous meeting that this work was 
imminent.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the owners of Holly Lodge to request that 
this work be undertaken as soon as possible, as it was casing a safety concern.  Cllr Dr R 
Waterfall reported that the Archdeacon, agreed the hedges on Church Road were in need of 
trimming and would be grateful if this was brought to the attention of the Diocese.
6f. Crown Inn signage: It was reported that the Crown Inn sign had been removed from the 
southern corner of Bell Lane where it joins the A12 (creating a blind spot on the right  hand side 
for vehicles emerging from Bell Lane),  to opposite Bell Lane on the A12 grass verge outside 
Ernest Doe.  



7. Report on Marlesford Old School Fund (Charity No.304791): Cllr Dr R Waterfall had 
produced a timetable of important dates in the history of the school in Marlesford since 1891.   
Major dates were 1965 when the school closed; 1967 when Marlesford Community Council set 
up and raised money to buy the old school to use as a Community Centre; 1971 Marlesford Old 
School Fund was set up to promote the education of under 25 year olds in the Marlesford   
neighbourhood. 2008 Marlesford Old School Fund showed a credit of £5,459.49. 
Some diligent searching by Cllr Dr R Waterfall and Cllr S Burroughs with the help of Mrs F Fisk
resulted in  April 2016 £19,698.16 transferred from SCC to Marlesford Community Council.
7 July 2016 meeting of trustees Mrs F Fisk, Dr R Waterfall, Rev D West and Mrs M Wright to 
agree arrangements for fund administration.  Money to be invested in the Charity Official 
Investment Fund (COIF).  Information on how to apply for a grant to be announced in the Parish 
Magazine.

8. Report on The Firs Bowling Green:  It was reported that the exact legal situation is 
unknown until the deeds etc are currently held by Lloyds Bank.  Costs in public liability 
insurance and electricity standing charge are reimbursed by Marlesford Parish Council. A 
decision to be made on the future of the hut on site and maintenance of the grounds. A committee
of the following has been formed comprising - Sam Catling, Alex Cox, Anthony Cross, Lord  
Marlesford, Richard Parry and Roger Waterfall. 

9. Sizewell C and related matters:  A message from the EDF CEO Mr Vincent de Rivaz 
about nuclear power was circulated.  There was only one reference to Sizewell C which was that 
Hinckley Point C’s new build commencement will ‘kick start’ Sizewell C into the development 
stages bringing jobs and skills to the East of England.  However, Lord Marlesford hoped that the 
second phase of the consultation would start soon when presentation of the infrastructure 
proposals on the A12 and the park and ride would he hoped show changes had been made as a 
result of the strong opposition from all quarters.

10. Report from meeting regarding devolution Cllr Mrs L Bensley had attended the Norfolk 
& Suffolk Devolution Presentation at Stratford St Andrew on Thursday 4 August 2016 and 
reported in depth on the meeting and responded to questions raised by the other Councillors 
confirming Parish and Town councils and existing Mayors would continue in their roles. The 
elected Mayor of Norfolk and Suffolk would act as Chair for decision-making currently 
controlled by central Government to local level.  There would also be a Chief Finance Officer to 
oversee financial matters.   Existing council officials would remain in office to assist the 
devolution project to work.  Existing Council buildings would be used.   Police forces in Norfolk
and Suffolk would work together.    However a grey area recognised was the decision-making for
infrastructure of rail and roads given interdependence with e.g. Essex.
Cllr Mrs L Bensley pointed out that as the consultation period ended on 23 August she would 
forward the link to the consultation information document and the ‘Easy to read consultation 
information document’ which précised the full document.   Cllr Mrs L Bensley suggested 
Councillors send feedback to her by 19 August 2016 and Lord Marlesford advocated writing to 
raise queries on behalf of the Marlesford Parish Council.  Cllr Mrs L Bensley reminded all that 
individuals could complete the survey representing their own views.

11. Highways matters:   SCC newsletter ‘Highways Matters - Edition 8’ was circulated.  It 
announced consltation on the draft Highway Infrastructure Asset Management Plan (HIAMP) to 
cost-efficiently manage the highway network in Suffolk.  To obtain an explanation of level of 
service, performance targets and how these will be met a copy of the draft HIAMP visit 
www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-management-engagement .  You can also give your views.

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-management-engagement


12. Planning update:  Cllr Dr R Waterfall reported to the Council on two planning 
applications, (1) for conversion of pigsties to domestic annex accommodation at Lime Tree Farm
and (2) application for change of use from one bedroom holiday accommodation to residential 
let.  Application received at SCDC for revised WC facilities at the Farm Café. These presented 
no issues for the Council.

13. Finance Report:  The new signature mandate had finally been processed by the Bank and 
cheques had been prepared, as previously agreed by the Council for EasySpace Ltd Starter 
Hosting Yearly (two years) marlesford.com in the sum of £116.28; a £20 donation to the 
Disability Advisory Service; £19.00 for the Remembrance Wreath; £127.45 for subscription to 
the Suffolk Association of Local Councils; £36.00 for annual membership of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England; £700 for repair of the bus shelter.  New cheques were presented for 
signature for the Clerk’s remuneration in the sum of £180 and PAYE to HMRC in the sum of 
£120.  

After receipt of the second instalment of precept (£1,009.51) there was £1,942.21 in the current 
account with £835.18 in the saving account.

14. Any other business
14a. Lord Marlesford reported there had been three incidents of fly tipping in Marlesford that 
week.   The first on Hall Road, second in the gateway adjacent to the Parham recycling centre 
and a third was in the gateway to left of Hall Farm drive. The police had been informed and Mr 
Waring, an enforcement officer from SCDC, would be coming to Marlesford to discuss the 
matter. Lord Marlesford asked everyone to keep a look out for vehicles in farm gateways and if 
suspicious take the registration number and date and time and report it to the police.

14b. Lord Marlesford suggested Councillors could be allocated responsibility for particular 
areas of interest to the village, reporting back to the Council on relevant matters at the quarterly 
meetings.  Many Councillors already had their areas of responsibility but this was an opportunity
to publish a list:

Cllr Mrs L Bensley: Liaise with SALC and local government matters.
Cllr Dr M Carswell: Four Village Bypass & Sizewell C.
Cllr Mr S Catling: Litter & fly tipping
Cllr Mr R Proctor: Transport, roads other than A12, road maintenance
Cllr Dr R Waterfall: Planning
Cllr Mrs D Wells: Footpath & Access 
General Security is monitored by Neighbourhood Watch: Col. Park Sims & Mr Richard Cooper

15. Dates of next Council Meetings
Next meetings: Friday 11 November 2016 at 7.00pm
Suggested meeting dates in February 2017 are Friday 17 or 24 at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Chairman Date


